
Parting Thoughts 
 

 
 
“Let us record the atoms as they fall upon the mind in the order in which 
they fall, let us trace the pattern, however disconnected and incoherent in 
appearance, which each sight or incident scores upon the consciousness. 
Let us not take it for granted that life exists more fully in what is 
commonly thought big than in what is commonly thought small.”  
  

- Virginia Woolf, The Common Reader (“Modern Fiction”), April 1919  
 
 

 
 

“[P]lenty of people would say that within each poem lies a larger, 
longer, more ambitious poem! But that’s not the way I look at things. 
Years of making erasures has led me to another view. One thing erasure 
work has taught me is that no matter how much you hone something 
down, you can’t lose the essence of what was there in the first place. … I 
am one who is inclined to chip away. You know what I love? I love 
haiku. It is impossible to find within them another, smaller poem. But in 
every novel there is a short story, and in every story a poem, and in 
every poem a haiku. And in every haiku there is a moment that stands 
for all of time.” 
 

- Mary Ruefle, A Conversation with Mary Ruefle, Music & Literature: An Arts Magazine, 
March 18, 2014 


